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1 . SUMMARY: RAUL CARDINAL SILVA CALLED ON THE AMBASSADOR 
JULY 23 TO ASK THE US TO EXERT INFLUENCE ON THE GOC IN THE 
CASES OF VICARIATE OF SOLIDARITY LAWYER HERNAN MONTEALEGRE 
AND CONVICTED SOCIALIST CARLOS LAZO. HE WANTS THE GOC EITHER 
TO TRY MONTEALEGRE OR TO LET HIM GO; HE DOES NOT THINK THE 
PUBLISHED CHARGES AGAINST THE LAWYER ARE TRUE, BUT IS WILLING 
TO ADMIT THAT HE COULD BE WRONG. WE SAID THAT AS A GENERAL 
RULE WE FAVORED NORMAL JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS FOR ALL DETAINEES, 
INCLUDING THOSE HELD UNDER THE STATE OF SIEGE, BUT HAD 
CAREFULLY AVOIDED ESPOUSING ANY PARTICULAR CASE. WITH REGARD 
TO LAZO, WHO HAS BEEN APPROVED FOR OUR PAROLE PROGRAM, WE 
OFFERED TO LOOK INTO HIS CURRENT STATUS. END SUMMARY. 

2. CARDINAL SILVA LAUNCHED AT ONCE INTO THE MONTEALEGRE CASE. 
HE HAD SOUGHT HIS INTERVIEW WITH MONTEALEGRE IN THE DETENTION 
CENTER ON JULY 9 (REF A) IN ORDER TO ASK HIM POINT BLANK 
ABOUT HIS ALLEGED COMMUNIST CONNECTIONS. ACCORDING TO THE 
CARDINAL, MONTEALEGRE HAD FLATLY AND CATEGORICALLY DENIED 
ANY ASSOCIATION WITH COMMUNISTS EXCEPT PROFESSIONALLY— AS 
WHEN ASKED IF HE WOULD DEFEND LUIS CORVALAN. THE CARDINAL 
FOUND HIS BELIEF IN MONTEAT .EGRF.’S INNOCENCE BOLSTERED BY THE 
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GOC'S APPARENT RELUCTANCE TO TAKE ITS CASE TO TRIAL. (BUT SEE 
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PARA 10, REF A FOR REASONS WHY WE DO NOT FIND THIS CONCLUSIVE.) 

3. THE CARDINAL PURPORTED TO BE EVEN MORE CONCERNED ABOUT 
MONTF. ALEGRE'S PHYSICAL SAFETY. HE INTERPRETED THE GOC'S 
STATED REATIONALE FOR MOVING MONTE AT .F.GRF. FROM TRES TO CUATRO 
ALAMOS AS A VEILED THREAT. THE GOVERNMENT HAD TOLD HIM IT 
COULD NOT GUARANTEE THE LIVES OF THE CARDINAL OR MONTEALEGRE 
SHOULD THEY MEET IN TRES ALAMOS (REF A, PARA 4). HE SAID HE 

WAS HOLDING A STATEMENT SIGNED BY THE BISHOPS, OBIECTING TO 
THIS ALLEGED THREAT. THE CARDINAL SAID THAT HE WOULD RELEASE 
THE STATEMENT NEXT WEEK IF THE GOC FAILED TO CHARGE MONTEALEGRE 
WITH A SPECIFIC CRIME. 

4. THE CARDINAL SAID THAT UNTRUE RUMORS OF COMMUNIST 
CONSPIRACY TOOK ON A LIFE OF THEIR OWN; HE KNEW THAT WE HAD 
SOOM NEGATIVE INFORMATION; DID WE HAVE PROOF THAT MONTEALEGRE 
WAS A COMMUNIST? THE AMBASSADOR RESPONDED THAT OUR POSITION 
REMAINED AS CONVEYED BY THE EMBASSY TO THE CARDINAL ON MAY 25 
(REF B ) AND JULY 2 (REF C). WE HAD NEVER STATED THAT 

MONTF, AT. F.GRF. WAS A COMMUNIST, TO THE CHURCH OR ANYONE ELSE. 

WE HAD SIMPLY WANTED TO BE HELPFUL IN GIVING THE CHURCH THE 
BENEFIT OF WHAT WE HAD HEARD BEFORE IT DECIDED HOW TO 
REACT TO MONTEALEGRE'S DETENTION. 

5. THE CARDINAL SAID THAT A MILITARY OFFICER HAD ASKED HIM 

IF THE GOC SHOULD EXPEL MONTEALEGRE. HE HAD RESPONDED THAT THE 
QUESTION SHOULD BE PUT TO MONTEALEGRE-HE MIGHT WANT TO STAY 
AND CLEAR HIS NAME. THE CARDINAL WISHED TO KNOW IF WE, TAKING 
CARE NOT TO PUSH THE GOC SO THAT THEY STIFFENED, COULD BE 
HELPFUL IN RESOLVING THE INCIDENT. THE AMBASSADOR REPLIED 
THAT AS A GENERAL RULE WE FAVORED PROMPT, SPEEDY AND FAIR 
TRIALS FOR ALL PRISONERS AND HAD MADE OUR POSITION CLEAR TO 
THE GOC MANY TIMES. WE WISHED TO AVOID RAISING SPECIFIC CASES, 
HOWEVER. 

6. THE CARDINAL THEN TURNED TO THE CASE OF CARLOS LAZO (REF D). 
LAZO'S MOTHER HAD SEEN HIM A FEW DAYS AGO (AS SHE HAD US) 

AND REPORTED THAT ALTHOUGH THE COMMUTATION COMMISSION WAS 
GENERALLY SYMPATHETIC TO LAZO'S CLAIM, THEY WERE AFRAID TO 
SEND THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS FORWARD. DESCRIBING HIMSELF AS 
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PERSONA NON GRATA WITH THE GOC THESE DAYS, THE CARDINAL 
WONDERED IF WE COULD NOT EXERT SOME INFLUENCE, SINCE WE HAD 
RECENTLY APPROVED LAZO FOR ADMISSION UNDER THE PAROLE PROGRAM. 
THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT HE WOULD REVIEW THE STATUS OF THE 
CASE, BUT THAT THE GOC ALREADY KNEW OF OUR INTEREST THROUGH 
NORMAL CHANNELS, AND WE HESITATED TO PUSH ON INDIVIDUAL CASES, 
PARTICULARLY WHEN THE GOC SHOWED NO SIGNS OF GIVE. 
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7. COMMENT: THE CARDINAL HAS AN INCREASING AMOUNT OF 
CAPITAL RESTING ON THE OUTCOME OF THE MONTEALEGRE CASE. 

HE APPEARS SINCERELY TO BELIEVE IN MONTEALEGRE'S INNOCENCE. 

THE TWO TACKS HE IS FOLLOWING (FIRST A DIRECT CHALLENGE TO 
TRY MONTEALEGRE, AND SECOND A STATEMENT HINTING THAT THE 
GOC MIGHT POSSIBLY BE THREATENING HIS OR MONTEALEGRE'S 
LIFE) WILL SERVE TO PUT THE GOC ON THE DEFENSIVE. BUT HE 
WOULD BE IN AN AWKWARD POSITION IF THE GOC SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
PROVE ITS PUBLIC ALLEGATIONS. 

POPPER 
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